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ARTICLE I: PREFACE 

§ I-1 Name 

The name of this Presbytery shall be “The Presbytery of New River”. 

§ I-2 Date and Circumstances of Organization 

The Presbytery was organized on 22 June 1974 at Kanawha Salines 

Presbyterian Church in Malden, West Virginia. Churches enrolled in 
Presbytery at that time were Faith, South Ruffner, Rebecca Littlepage, 

Kanawha Salines (each of Charleston, WV); Westminster (Roanoke, VA) and 

Lebanon (Goshen, VA). Teaching Elders enrolled were William E. Hill, Jr., 
Linwood Wilkes, Charles McNutt, Warren Thurston, and Harry Barnett. 

§ I-3 Boundaries 

The Presbytery boundaries embrace all of West Virginia except the counties 

of Morgan, Berkley, and Jefferson in the eastern Panhandle. 

§ I-4 Purpose 

The Presbytery seeks to proclaim Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; to 

propagate His Gospel; to preserve and defend the faith taught in the Holy 

Scriptures; to assist its member congregations in their work of ministry and 
missions; and to coordinate the member congregations in areas of common 

concern. 

§ I-5 Membership 

Membership in the Presbytery shall be as defined in the Book of Church 
Order (BCO) of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA): specifically 

chapter 13, entitled “The Presbytery.” 
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ARTICLE II: MEETINGS 

§ II-1 Stated Meetings 

Three Stated Meetings shall be held each year, normally convening on the 

fourth Saturday in January, and the third Saturday in May and September at 
9:00 a.m. 

§ II-1-1 If circumstances warrant, an alternative date for the next Stated 

Meeting may be selected, provided that it is approved by a majority 
vote at the Stated Meeting which precedes it. 

§ II-1-2 The business of Presbytery will normally be concluded on that 

same day. 

§ II-2 Called Meetings 

The Presbytery shall be subject to call as provided in the BCO, but a Called 

Meeting should not to be encouraged. 

§ II-3 Calendar 

The Docket for the Stated Meetings shall include the following calendar: 

§ II-3-1 January 

A. Observance of the Lord’s Supper during Worship normally 

conducted by the host church. 
B. Special Memorial for Elders (Teaching and Ruling) who have died 

during the previous year. 
C. Final Treasurer’s Report from the previous calendar year. 

D. Election of members of General Assembly Committees of 
Commissioners and nomination of a Floor Clerk. 

§ II-3-2  May 

A. Slate of nominees for election to the following year’s classes for the 

various Presbytery committees. 

B. Annual report from all Teaching Elders laboring outside the bounds 
of Presbytery. 

C. Election of a Moderator-Elect, to assume the chair at the beginning 
of the September Stated Meeting. 

D. Report of audit of the Treasurer’s books. 
E. Examination of Session Records of all particular churches 

§ II-3-3  September 

A. Report for approval of the following year’s budget for Presbytery. 

1. Slate of nominees for General Assembly assignments. 

2. Representative to GA Nominating Committee (if due). 
3. Representative to GA Review of Presbytery Records (if due). 

B. Membership on GA committees and boards 

C. Report from the Moderator and/or Stated Clerk on any exceptions 

to Presbytery Minutes from the Assembly’s Committee on Review of 
Presbytery Records. 
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D. Election of members to Permanent Committees of Presbytery (to 

assume responsibilities following conclusion of the September 
meeting). 

E. Report of examination of the Stated Clerk’s records for care and 
order. 

§ II-4 Attendance 

§ II-4-1 Every Teaching Elder should attend each meeting of the 

Presbytery, and all church sessions should be represented by at least a 

Ruling Elder. When hindered, they shall ordinarily notify Presbytery 
requesting excuse for such absence, and shall give the reason for such 

request. 

§ II-4-2 Teaching Elders residing outside the geographical bounds of 

Presbytery, thus making attendance difficult shall normally be excused 
automatically. They will be expected to report in writing at the May 

Stated Meeting of their location and activities. Honorably retired or 
permanently disabled Teaching Elders are exempt from the reporting 

requirement. 

§ II-4-3 All absences (excused or otherwise) shall be recorded by the 

Administration Committee. Any church not represented for two 
consecutive Stated Meetings shall be contacted by the committee to 

encourage more regular participation. Any church not in attendance for 
three consecutive Stated Meetings shall be brought to the attention of 

the Presbytery by the committee with recommendation for any 

possible action by the Presbytery. The same procedure shall be 
followed regarding Teaching Elders. 

§ II-4-4 The privilege of the floor shall automatically be given to all 
active Session members of churches in the Presbytery who are present 

but not voting Commissioners, and to all Ruling Elders Emeritus of the 
churches in the Presbytery. 

§ II-5 Quorum 

The quorum for all meetings of Presbytery shall be three Teaching Elders 

and three Ruling Elders, as set forth in BCO 13-4. 

§ II-6 Docket 

§ II-6-1 The Stated Clerk shall prepare and either mail or electronically 
communicate, at least ten days before each meeting of Presbytery, a 

packet containing the proposed docket and copies of all overtures and 
committee reports to be submitted at the meeting. One copy shall be 

sent to every Teaching Elder, each Clerk of Session, and to each 

Permanent Committee Member. 

§ II-6-2 Stated Meetings of Presbytery shall ordinarily be opened with a 

Worship Service conducted by the present Moderator, who may 
delegate any part of the service to others. All meetings shall be 
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opened and closed with prayer and shall include the Testimony of the 

Churches and a Season of Prayer. 

§ II-6-3 Presbytery shall adopt the docket by majority vote and may 

amend it at any time by majority vote of those present. 

§ II-6-4 The docket shall contain an entry for the introduction and 

assignment of all new business. No new business may come to the 
floor after this point in the docket without a 2/3 vote of the enrolled 

membership for that meeting. 

§ II-7 Committee Reports 

Each committee chairman shall be responsible for submitting to the Stated 
Clerk a copy of the committee report that is to be presented to Presbytery to 

the Stated Clerk no later than three weeks before Presbytery is to meet. 
These reports will be either mailed or electronically forwarded by the Stated 

Clerk along with the docket. 

§ II-8 Overtures 

All overtures which are to be presented at a meeting of Presbytery shall 

normally be furnished to the Stated Clerk at least three weeks prior to each 
meeting and included in the docket. 

§ II-9 Place of Next Stated Meeting 

To host a meeting of Presbytery is a privilege and a service. All member 

churches of Presbytery are urged to host the Stated Meetings on a rotating 
basis. At the close of each Stated Meeting an invitation shall be accepted 

and/or announced for the hosting of the next Stated Meeting. If at any 
Stated Meeting no invitation is presented the Moderator and Stated Clerk 

shall undertake to secure an invitation and notify the Presbytery  



 

 7 

ARTICLE III: MINUTES OF PRESBYTERY 

 

§ III-1 Responsibility for the Minutes 

The Recording Clerk shall have the responsibility of recording the 
proceedings of the meetings and shall submit such record to the Stated 

Clerk within 15 days after the completion of each meeting. The Stated Clerk 
has the responsibility of printing and either mailing or electronically 

forwarding the unapproved minutes within 30 days after the completion of 

each meeting, and the preservation of the minutes and other records of the 
Presbytery. 

§ III-2 Approval of Presbytery Minutes 

§ III-2-1 By Presbytery: The minutes shall be printed and either mailed 

or electronically transmitted to all Teaching Elders, Clerks of Sessions, 
Committee Members of Presbytery, Candidates, and Licentiates. The 

minutes shall be sent to the above parties after each meeting of the 
Presbytery and official approval shall be given by motion at the next 

Stated Meeting.  

§ III-2-2 By General Assembly: The Stated Clerk shall forward a copy of 

the Presbytery’s Minutes for the previous year to the General 
Assembly’s Stated Clerk immediately following the January Stated 

Meeting. He shall also forward with the minutes a copy of the 
Presbytery’s Rolls and copy of the Standing Rules of Presbytery. 

§ III-3 Contents of Presbytery Minutes 

In order to insure the proper recording of the Presbytery’s Minutes, the 

guidelines as given by the Minutes of General Assembly for the previous year 

(refer to Chapter in G. A. Minutes) shall be followed. 
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ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS ELECTED BY PRESBYTERY 

 

§ IV-1 Moderator 

§ IV-1-1 A Moderator shall be elected during the May Stated Meeting to 
preside at all meetings beginning at the following September Stated 

Meeting and shall continue to serve in this capacity for one year. The 
Presbytery notes that it is desirable to alternate the office of 

moderator between TEs and REs. 

§ IV-1-2 The Moderator shall conduct the Worship Service at the Stated 
Meeting of Presbytery as outlined in § II-6-2 of these rules. 

§ IV-1-3 The Moderator shall have authority: 

A. to appoint Ad-Hoc Committees as needed 

B. to replace members on Ordaining or Installing Commissions who 

are not able to serve 
C. to approve commissioners to committees for General Assembly 

when appointed following the May Stated Meeting. 

§ IV-2 Stated Clerk and Recording Clerk 

§ IV-2-1 The Stated Clerk shall be elected at the September Stated 
Meeting to serve for three years, beginning January 1 following, and 

shall perform the duties prescribed for this office in the BCO. He shall 
be eligible to succeed himself. 

§ IV-2-2 The responsibilities of the Stated Clerk shall be: 

A. Maintaining of the Rolls of Presbytery, as follows: 

1. A Roll of the Teaching Elders enrolled in Presbytery; Ruling 

Elders in the churches of Presbytery; Chairmen of the Boards 
of Deacons; Presidents of the Women in the Church 

organizations of the churches; officers of the Presbyterial 
Women’s organization; and chairmen and secretaries of the 

Presbytery committees. 
2. A Roll of the Churches showing dates of organization and 

entry into Presbytery (and dismissal when it occurs and why). 
3. A Roll of the Presbytery’s candidates for the ministry and 

licentiates, showing when and how received and current 
status, and when and how dismissed when so done. 

B. Carry on normal correspondence as required by this office and 

maintaining other files and records as related to the office.  
C. Prepare a docket for each meeting according to II-6-1 of these 

Rules. 

§ IV-2-3 The Recording Clerk shall be elected in conjunction with the 

Stated Clerk as outlined in Paragraph IV-2-1 above. 

§ IV-2-4 The responsibilities of the Recording Clerk shall be the recording 

of the minutes of Presbytery as outlined in § III-1 above. 
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§ IV-2-5 The expenses, including any compensation of the office of the 

Stated Clerk shall be determined and carried by Presbytery through its 
annual budget. 

§ IV-3 Treasurer 

§ IV-3-1 A Treasurer shall be elected at the September Stated Meeting to 

serve for three years, beginning January 1 following, and with 
eligibility for reelection to a second term. 

§ IV-3-2 The responsibilities of the Treasurer shall be: 

A. To receive from the churches funds for Presbytery ministries and 

disburse these funds according to the direction of the Presbytery 
through its annual budget or by special motions. 

B. To keep an accurate and up-to-date record of receipts and 
expenditures. 

C. To report at the May and September Stated Meetings of Presbytery 
the financial condition of the Presbytery and to give an annual 

detailed and written report to Presbytery at the January Stated 
Meeting. 

D. To be compensated at the discretion of Presbytery through its 
annual budget. 

§ IV-3-3 The expenses of the Treasurer’s office shall be determined and 

carried by Presbytery through its annual budget. 

§ IV-3-4 The Treasurer’s books shall be audited annually prior to the May 

Stated Meeting by the Administration Committee and approved by 

Presbytery. 

§ IV-3-5 In the case of the Treasurer being unavailable to disburse the 

funds of Presbytery, the Stated Clerk shall be authorized in the 
Treasurer’s absence to receive and disburse funds in accordance with 

the above § IV-3-2-A. Furthermore, if the Stated Clerk and Treasurer 
are unavailable, the Chairman of the Administration Committee should 

be authorized to receive and disburse funds. 

§ IV-3-6 The Presbytery’s fiscal year shall be from January 1 through 

December 31 of each year. 

§ IV-4 Privilege of the Floor 

The Moderator, Stated Clerk, Recording Clerk, and Treasurer will 
automatically be granted the privilege of the floor to speak to any issues 

concerning their respective responsibilities. 
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ARTICLE V: COMMITTEES OF PRESBYTERY 

 

§ V-1 General Information 

§ V-1-1 The Committees of Presbytery shall be of two types: 
Permanent and Ad-Hoc. 

§ V-1-2 The quorum for any committee shall be three of its members, 
including at least one Teaching Elder and one Ruling Elder. 

§ V-1-3 In preparation for Presbytery Stated Meetings each committee 

shall meet (if necessary) no later than 30 days prior to the Stated 
Meeting and a copy of the committee’s business forwarded to the 

Stated Clerk no later than three full weeks prior to the upcoming 
Stated Meeting. 

§ V-1-4 Committees will exercise discretion in regard to conducting 
business during the meeting of Presbytery (including breaks and 

lunch) in order to encourage the participation of individual 
commissioners in the overall work and fellowship of the body. 

§ V-1-5 The Permanent Committees of Presbytery shall be as follows 
and the number of each Committee normally shall be: 

A. Administration 2 TE and 2 RE 

B. Candidates and Credentials 2 TE and 2 RE 
C. Education, Evangelization, and Revitalization  2 TE and 2 RE 

D. Mission to North America 2 TE and 2 RE 
E. Mission to the World 2 TE and 2 RE 

F. Reformed University Fellowship 2 TE and 2 RE 

 (NOTE: A Permanent Committee may include more than 4 members, 

but it must maintain at least the 2 TE and 2 RE requirement.) 

§ V-1-6 The Moderator shall appoint a convener when a committee has 

no chairman. Each committee without officers shall elect a chairman 
and a secretary from those in attendance at its first meeting. Each 

Committee may reelect a chairman and a secretary. 

§ V-1-7 Ad-Hoc Committees shall be appointed by the Moderator or 

elected at Presbytery’s discretion as needed. When these committees 
submit their final report they shall be automatically dissolved unless 

Presbytery assigns them new responsibilities. Ad Hoc Committees 
should normally consist of 2 RE’s and 2 TE’s. 

§ V-1-8 Reimbursement for committee members’ expenses shall be 
made by the Presbytery Treasurer for actual expense incurred. 

§ V-1-9 Rotation of the new class of members onto, and the retiring 

class of members off of committees shall take place at the conclusion 
of the September Stated Meeting. 
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§ V-2 Administration Committee 

The responsibilities of this committee are as follows: 

§ V-2-1 To present an annual budget for the following year at the 

September Stated Meeting. 

§ V-2-2 To have an audit of the Treasurer’s books prior to the May 

Stated Meeting (which is to be presented as part of its report at the 
May meeting) or at any time a new Treasurer is elected. 

§ V-2-3 To oversee the work of the Stated Clerk’s office which is to 

include an annual inspection of records with a report to be given at the 
September meeting. 

§ V-2-4 To act as the “Ad-Hoc Committee to Examine Session Records,” 
by reporting their notations and exceptions to Presbytery and dealing 

with the responses to same. 

§ V-2-5 To nominate at the May Stated Meeting persons to serve on the 

Permanent Committees of Presbytery, subject to nominations from the 
floor. 

§ V-2-6 To nominate at any Stated Meeting persons to fill vacancies 
which occur in the committees during the year. 

§ V-2-7 To nominate at the September Stated Meeting persons to fill 
vacancies which occur in the offices of Stated Clerk, Recording Clerk, 

or Treasurer at the end of their terms, or at any Stated Meeting when 
these offices are vacated. 

§ V-2-8 To nominate a representative to the General Assembly’s 

Nominating Committee and Committee to Review Presbytery Records 
according to the rules of the General Assembly. 

§ V-2-9 To nominate at the September Stated Meeting Elders to be 
presented from this Presbytery for nomination by the General 

Assembly to its Permanent Committees. 

§ V-2-10 To nominate at the January Stated Meeting persons to serve as 

members of Committees of Commissioners, as a Floor Clerk, and to 
assist in serving the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at the next 

General Assembly. 

§ V-2-11 To arrange for the hosting of the Stated Meetings of Presbytery 

in January, May, and September. 

§ V-3 Candidates and Credentials Committee 

The responsibilities of this committee are as follows: 

§ V-3-1 To exercise supervision over and counsel with all Presbytery 
ministerial candidates and interns in accordance with the provisions of 

the BCO of the Presbyterian Church in America. 
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§ V-3-2 To report to the Presbytery at the May Stated Meeting 

regarding the progress of each candidate and/or intern. 

§ V-3-3 To examine candidates for licensure and/or ordination, 

according to the provisions of the BCO. 

§ V-3-4 To develop and oversee a specific program for each intern 

which would focus on developing his particular areas of weakness 
and/or inexperience without overlooking his gifts, strengths, and 

previous experience. 

§ V-3-5 To examine ordained PCA Teaching Elders and ordained 
ministers from other ecclesiastical bodies seeking admission to 

Presbytery, according to the provisions of the BCO. 

§ V-3-6 To act as liaison between the Presbytery and any Teaching 

Elder seeking to join the Presbytery not in a pastoral relationship with 
a church. 

§ V-3-7 To report to the Presbytery the results of all committee 
examinations together with the committee’s recommendations. 

§ V-3-8 To be responsible for all examinations on the floor of the 
Presbytery, not precluding questions from the floor. 

§ V-3-9 To act as a commission of Presbytery for the transferring of 
Teaching Elders to other Presbyteries between meetings of Presbytery. 

This is to be done only if there are no problems requiring the attention 
of Presbytery and if the minutes of the congregational meeting show 

no controversy in the matter. The quorum for such a Commission 

action would be two Teaching Elders and Two Ruling Elders. 

§ V-3-10 To make recommendations to the Presbytery on requests of 

congregations to change the terms of calls for their pastor(s). 

§ V-4 Education, Evangelism, and Revitalization Committee 

The responsibilities of this committee are as follows: 

§ V-4-1 To promote the work of Christian education and nurture 

throughout the Presbytery, including the areas of Sunday School, 

Christian Day Schools, leadership training, Christian family education, 
ministries with men and women (including the Pres/WIC), youth work, 

camps, retreats and conferences. 

§ V-4-2 To encourage our churches in the areas of evangelism and 

revitalization, including the promotion and organization of activities 
which would be conducive to the work of the Holy Spirit in those areas. 

§ V-4-3 To oversee the development of campus ministries among the 
various colleges, universities, technical schools, etc. as well as to 

provide spiritual oversight to those ministries and students. 
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§ V-5 Mission to North America (MNA) Committee 

The responsibilities of this committee are as follows: 

§ V-5-1  To promote the formation of new churches within the 

Presbytery by assisting and advising interested core groups and taking 
the initiative to identify needy areas and develop core groups therein. 

§ V-5-2 To exercise Presbytery’s oversight over all groups designated 
as mission churches (BCO 5-1) within the Presbytery, either directly or 

in cooperation with the Session when a Mission Church is sponsored by 

a particular church, giving counsel and assistance as necessary, and 
receiving reports from the Mission Church either directly or jointly with 

the Session. 

§ V-5-3 To assist in supporting and revitalizing particular churches 

when requested by their Session, when those churches have been 
organized for eighteen months or less. 

§ V-5-4 To act as liaison between Presbytery and any existing 
congregations seeking affiliation with the PCA within the bounds of our 

Presbytery. 

§ V-5-5 To coordinate all matters in relation to the General Assembly 

Mission to North America Committee as they apply to our Presbytery, 
and to keep GA-MNA informed of our church planting efforts. 

§ V-5-6 To receive reports of men laboring out-of-bounds (except 
missionaries). 

§ V-5-7 To initiate calls for organizing pastors for Mission Churches 

sponsored by the Presbytery. 

§ V-5-8 To be responsible for fraternal relations with other Reformed 

bodies within the bounds of Presbytery and to bring appropriate 
recommendations as needed. 

§ V-6 Mission To The World (MTW) Committee 

The responsibilities of this committee are as follows: 

§ V-6-1 To promote world missions within the Presbytery. 

§ V-6-2 To aid churches in the training and sending of short term 
missionaries. 

§ V-6-3  To promote and coordinate the short term activities of MTW 
within the Presbytery. 

§ V-6-4 To encourage and help churches establish Mission Committees 
and to promote Missions Conferences within the Presbytery. 

§ V-6-5 To aid missionaries in generating Presbytery-wide support in 
order to avoid unnecessary travel and expenses while on furlough. 
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§ V-6-6 To keep Presbytery informed about the needs and activities of 

the General Assembly MTW Committee. 

§ V-6-7 To annually report to the Presbytery on the activities and needs 

of all our members who are serving as MTW missionaries. 

§ V-6-8 To send the Chairman, or in his absence another committee 

member, to represent the Presbytery at the annual meeting of 
Presbytery MTW Chairmen. 

§ V-7 Reformed University Ministries Committee 

The responsibilities of this committee are as follows: 

§ V-7-1 To be responsible for communication and activities regarding the 

relationship between the Presbytery and the General Assembly 

Permanent Committee on Reformed University Ministries. 

§ V-7-2 To exercise oversight over existing RUF Ministries. 

§ V-7-3 To promote and oversee the extension and addition of RUF on 
other campuses. 

§ V-7-4 In a brotherly fashion to encourage, promote, and support 
additional campus ministries supported or sponsored by the churches 

of this Presbytery. 

§ V-8 Shepherding Committee 

The responsibilities of this committee are as follows: 

§ V-8-1 To serve as a channel through which the Presbytery expresses 
a brotherly interest and concern to churches and Teaching Elders 

within its bounds. 

§ V-8-2 To meet with churches and/or Teaching Elders who find 
themselves in a degree of difficulty or stress that leads them to 

request such a meeting.  This request should be made in writing and 
the committee should ensure that the problems have first been 

approached through the injunctions of Matthew 18:15-17. 

§ V-8-3 To offer as the occasion requires counsel and encouragement 

to Teaching Elders and their wives within the Presbytery. 

(NOTE: The work of the Shepherding Committee will be conducted by a 

commission especially erected for that purpose, or the Presbytery meeting 

as a Committee of the Whole.) 
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ARTICLE VI: SESSIONAL RECORDS 

 

§ VI-1 Examination by Presbytery 

The Session of each church must annually submit its Minutes and Records 
for the examination of Presbytery (see § VI-3). This action should precede 

the May Stated Meeting. 

§ VI-1-1 Guidelines for the preparation of minutes and records are 
located in § VI-3 of the Standing Rules. Other forms or helps may be 

provided at the discretion of the Administration Committee. 

§ VI-1-2 Original records should be photocopied or otherwise duplicated 
and forwarded to the Administration Committee by April 1. 

§ VI-1-3 At the May stated meeting a member of the Administrative 
Committee will return the examined copies and sign-off on the original 

records. 

§ VI-2 Report to Presbytery 

At the May Stated Meeting the Administrative Committee shall report to 

Presbytery Exceptions (of form and/or substance) and Notations as defined 

in RAO 14-9c of the General Assembly “Guidelines For Examining Presbytery 
Minutes.” The Session is responsible to respond back to Presbytery. 

§ VI-3 Guidelines for Recording and Examining Session Records 

§ VI-3-1 The records of Session shall include the following: 

A. The place, date, and hour of meeting. 

B. Whether the meeting is Stated or Called. 

C. Name of Moderator and members present. 
D. All motions which come to a vote recorded and whether the motion 

was lost or carried. Motion makers, seconders and discussion of 
motion need not be recorded.  

E. Names of Commissioners to Presbytery given for each Stated and 
Called Meeting.  

F. Election, ordination and installation of all officers.  
G. Reception and dismissal of members and how they were received 

and dismissed. List of baptisms, deaths, marriages, and non-
communing members.  

H. That at least annually the records of the Diaconate were examined 
and approved.  

I. Calls for congregational meeting recorded. Congregational minutes 
shall be attached to sessional records.  

J. Annual statistical reports to General Assembly.  

K. Minutes read and approved.  
L. All meetings opened and closed with prayer.  

M. Conformity to Scriptural truth and the BCO exemplified in motions.  
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N. Signatures of the Clerk of Session on Session minutes and of the 

congregational clerk and Moderator on Congregational Minutes. 

§ VI-3-2 When examining Session Records the following shall be noted: 

A. Notations – Typographical errors, misspellings, improper 
punctuation, non-prejudicial misstatements of fact, and other minor 

variation of form. Also failure to provide proper or sufficient 
information and identification, etc. 

B. Exceptions of Form – Violations of the Presbytery’s guidelines for 

Session Records, Rules of Order, etc. Failure to respond to 
Exceptions of Form become Exceptions of Substance. 

C. Exceptions of Substance – Apparent violations of the Constitution of 
the Presbyterian Church in America, prejudicial misstatements of 

fact, actions out of accord with the General Assembly or Presbytery, 
and significant violations of the Standing Rules of New River 

Presbytery. 
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ARTICLE VII: COVENANT 

 

§ VII-1 Subscription 

Each Teaching Elder received into the Presbytery, and each candidate 
examined for ordination, shall upon the Presbytery’s vote to receive the 

Teaching Elder, or upon the Presbytery’s approval of the examination of the 
candidate and his ordination, read aloud before the Presbytery and subscribe 

his name to the Ministerial Obligation signed by all Teaching Elders on the 

day of the formation of this Presbytery. 

§ VII-2 Records 

These subscriptions shall be kept by the Stated Clerk of Presbytery as part of 

the records of the Presbytery. 
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ARTICLE VIII: PARLIAMENTARY RULES OF ORDER 

 

§ VIII-1 Rules of Order Defined 

The rules of parliamentary procedure of this Presbytery shall be the BCO, the 
Standing Rules of Presbytery, and Robert’s Rules of Order (Newly Revised, 

latest edition) in that order of precedence. 

§ VIII-2 Suspension of Standing Rules 

The Standing Rules may be suspended upon motion by an affirmative vote 

of two thirds of the members present and voting. 

§ VIII-3 Amendment of Standing Rules 

The Standing Rules may be amended by the affirmative vote of a simple 

majority of the members present and voting at two successive Stated 

meetings of Presbytery provided that at each of these meetings: 

§ VIII-3-1  A Two-thirds majority of those Teaching Elders required to be 

present are in attendance, and 

§ VIII-3-2  That Ruling Elder Commissioners from two-thirds of the 
churches are in attendance. 

  



 

 19 

ARTICLE IX: EXPENSES OF THE PRESBYTERY 

 

§ IX-1 Determination of “Askings” 

Necessary funds for the current expenses of the Presbytery shall be provided 
by an operational asking from each congregation. This “asking” shall be 

determined by the approved annual budget of Presbytery divided by the 
previous year’s total communicant membership of Presbytery. 

§ IX-2 Periodic Giving Encouraged 

To insure operational funds are available year round for the ministries of 

Presbytery, the churches are encouraged to send a portion of this “asking” 

at least quarterly. 

§ IX-3 Disbursement 

Disbursements of funds for committee ministries shall be set annually by the 

Presbytery budget. 
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